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Course Overview

In this course you will read short stories and novels, autobiographies and other types of nonfiction, poems, and plays. The works come from a broad range of time periods and cultures. As you read and analyze the literature, you will become more skilled interpreters of literature and the world in which we live. 

In addition to reading, you will be writing expository, narrative, and persuasive essays as well as stories and poems. In journals and blogs, you will also have opportunity to express yourself informally; your journals will serve as a record of your growth and development as writers and thinkers during your sophomore year. We will not, of course, neglect grammar study and vocabulary development. 

Course Overview

	Reading

· Reading Across the Curriculum

· Reading Strategies

· Knowledge of Nonliterary and Literary forms

· Influences on texts

· Author’s Voice and Method

· Persuasive Language and Logic

· Literary Criticism

· Words and their history

Research Skills

Study Skills and Test Taking
	Writing

· Writing Process

· Modes of Writing for Different Purposes and Audiences

· Organization, Unity, and Coherence

· Sentence Level Constructions

· Conventions of Usage

· Conventions of Punctuation

Listening, Viewing, and Speaking

· Comprehension and Analysis

· Application


End of Course Assessments (EOC):

You will be required to take the End of Course Assessment which is a state mandated test that factors into the accountability of the school, but also to your own final grade in this course.  Here’s what you need to know about it:

· EOC is a requirement to pass sophomore English

· EOC COUNTS AS THE FINAL EXAM GRADE for sophomore English

· EOC will be 20% of your grade.

· You will take this test in the last 2 weeks of school.

· This test was designed by ACT and will be formatted as such.

· The skills and strategies we learn in this class will be applicable on this test, however, reading materials will not be the same.  (Just because we read Night, doesn’t mean that you will be tested over Night.)

Please be aware of the End of Course assessment test and know that you must do well on it to maintain your grade.  

Units to be covered:

The following is a list of units we will cover.  They may not be in this order necessarily, but we will explore each topic in great detail.  Note that for each unit, you will receive a Learning Log that is your responsibility and contains what skills and standards are to be addressed within that unit!  We will discuss this more in class!

· Identity: Discovering our beliefs through literature and writing
· This unit will include works such as:
· “Lamb to the Slaughter” by Roald Dahl
· “Soldier’s Home” by Ernest Hemingway
· Excerpts of “Paradise Lost” by John Milton
· Antigone 
· Various poetry
· Politics, Propaganda, and Persuasion: Embracing the power of the language
· This unit will include works such as:
· “I Have a Dream” Martin Luther King, Jr.
· President Bush’s address to Congress post 911
· President Obama’s inauguration speech
· Excerpts from Mien Kampf, Hitler
· Multiple current day political speeches, editorials, campaign ads, etc
· Family and the Four Walls:  What happens behind closed doors
· This unit will include works such as:
· Hamlet, Shakespeare
· The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison
· Multiple poetic pieces
· The Pen is Mightier than the Sword: Words and their Power
· This unit will include works such as:
· Night, Elie Wiesel
· An Ordinary Man, Paul Rusesebagina
· Literature and Film: Art Imitating Life
· This unit will include works such as:
· Excerpts from Harry Potter
· Excerpts from the Odyssey
· Excerpts from Lord of the Rings
· Multiple film and literature duos will be explored
· iPad Lit Circle: Connecting literally in the virtual world
· Students will complete outside reading assignments and activities to create their own app/website for a book study all while being partnered with group members at another high school.  All communication will be digital and no face to face meetings will occur!
Materials:

· Internet Access (if you don’t have internet at home, you need to devise a plan or a schedule that will allow you to be somewhere that offers internet access)

· Microsoft Word, Open Office, or Pages (this is so that documents are compatible for you and for me when you email them.  Open Office is a free program that allows you to save as a word doc)

· A stylus:  This is not necessary but is recommended.  You can get these at Walmart for anywhere from $5 to $15.  I don’t care what kind, but you will need to keep up with it.  It will come in handy when working with the iPads.

· Headphones:  This is not necessary but is recommended.  There are times in class when you will have to watch videos individually on the iPads and edit work with sound on the iPads and it will make it better for everyone if you have headphones to do that with.

· A microfiber cloth and handsanitizer! Because you’ll be sharing the iPads with 4 other people, they often get really nasty and gross.  It’s impossible for me to clean them daily, so I suggest you bring a cloth to wipe them down before use and then some handsanitzer to use after you are finished with the iPad.

Grades:

All grades will follow the MCHS grading policy.  

***New this year:  EOC classes will be scored in quarters, meaning that every 9 weeks grade counts as 20% of your final grade.  Your grade at the beginning of the new 9 weeks will start over.  Your fifth 20% grade will be your EOC final exam.

90-100-A

80-89-B

70-79-C

60-69-D

59 and below –F   

Grading Policy in my classroom:  Standards Based Grading

In preparation for the End of Course Exam, and simply because it makes sense, we will be practicing Standards Based Grading in this class.  What that means is that you will be graded on the standards set forth by the state and nation through the Common Core Standards and Quality Core Standards.  You will have two forms of assessment in this class; Formative and Summative.

Formative Assessment:  This will be work that is testing your understanding of a standard or skill.  This may come in the form of an activity, a quiz, a written response, etc.  This will be a recorded grade, but it does not factor into your grade for the class.

Summative Assessment:  This is the culmination of our unit work on a standard and is in the form of either a test, project, essay, or combination of the three.  Your grades on summative assessments will be a percentage grade and these are the only grades that factor into your final grade.

Mastery:

For both formative and summative assessment, you will receive mastery grades for each standard.  These are the following:  

5=Beyond Mastery, 100%

4=Mastery, 90%

3=Approaching Mastery, 80%

2=Partial Mastery, 70%

1=Non Mastery, 60%

0-No Evidence, 0%

The average of these Mastery Grades on summative assessments will result in your final grade for the summative exam.  Note:  You may re-take sections of a test that were 3 and below, but for each test there will be a window of time that those sections may be re-taken, and you must complete the remediation packet before requesting to re-take a portion of a summative assessment.

Please note:  there will be NO OPTIONS FOR EXTRA CREDIT!  Please don’t ask!
Things you should know about the way I grade:

· You will be expected to do everything I assign, however, a part of what’s assigned may be the only thing that is graded.

· With writing assignments, many times you will receive comments back and not a solidified grade on the assignment.  The grades for writing assignments will be an on-going adventure, so don’t get  hung up on the points  and pay attention to the suggestions.

· I advise you all to sign up for Infinite Campus access online.  I will only stop class to show you grades right before a report card, so if there is an issue or an error, it is YOUR responsibility to watch your grade book and then ask me questions on an individual basis.

Technology:

I was fortunate enough to have received a grant that has purchased 20 iPads for our classroom.  The principals have been kind enough to purchase 10 more iPads, so we will have 30 iPads for use in our classroom.  It is important that you have submitted your Technology User Agreement form to your homeroom teacher so that you have permission to use these tools.  We will use the iPads on an almost daily basis.  There are specific rules and procedures for using these iPads that will be addressed later, but know that technology is a huge part of this class and my expectation of your use of these iPads is very specific and school centered.  Any deviation from that expectation will result in the loss of privileges with the iPads and the loss of grades due to inability to complete assignments that are used with the iPads.
On-Going Assignments:

In this class you will be expected to complete several on-going assignments.  These are your OWN RESPONSIBILITY to keep up with.  Reminders MAY be given, but NOT necessarily.  Regardless, it is your responsibility to turn these in when they are due.  Below is a description of these assignments:

Blogging: You are required to participate in the class blog on a weekly basis.  This blog is posted on my website at www.cintrasclass.weebly.com under Pre-AP Blog.  

· Must post a minimum of two times per week; once in direct response to my question, once in response to another students’ post.

· This will sometimes count as formative assessment and sometimes as summative assessment based on the question.  

· Blogs are posted on Monday afternoons and you have until the following Monday to post.  

· After a blog has been closed, no late submissions will be allowed.

· All comments must remain school appropriate.  Inability to do this will result in loss of privileges for this assignment.

Poetry Sets:  Approximately every three weeks you will be given a Poetry Set that will contain poems that are centered around our theme for that unit.  You are required to keep up with these as required below.  At times, I will ask for you to show me your progress and assess your study skills/procrastination process this way.  

· Be sure to keep Poetry Sets in your binders at all times, and bring your binder to class.

· For each poem, you must have one page devoted to an individual poem.  You will read each poem once a week and write a brief (2-3 sentence) initial response to that poem.  YOU MUST HAVE THESE RESPONSES DATED.  The response should be a stream of conscious writing that is exactly what you are thinking about this poem after reading it.

· At the end of the three weeks, you will choose one poem from the set and write a one page response that discusses your process and final analysis on the poem of your choosing.  You should discuss your process in coming to terms with the concepts of the poem.

· Each poetry set will be given a specific deadline for submission and no late submissions will be accepted.

Late Work Policy:

We will follow the standards set in the MCHS Student Handbook which are: The student shall complete all make up work within 5 days of the absence.  The student shall not receive credit for make up work for unexecused absences nor are teachers permitted to give credit.  This includes homework, quizzes, tests, labs, projects, and all other work or assignments.”  

It is the student’s responsibility to ask for and follow through with turning in all work missing due to an absence.  GO TO THE WEBSITE FOR ALL MISSING ASSIGNMENTS!

Hall Passes:
In order to leave the room, you must have the school issued hall pass around your neck.  I will go ahead and say now that you will not be allowed to leave the room unless I deem it an emergency.  If you are late to class, don’t even THINK about asking to leave because it’s not going to happen!

Rules and Consequences

	Rule
	Consequence

	1. Students must bring the MC student handbook with them to class every day.
	Failure to do so will prohibit student from leaving the class for any reason.

	2. Because of the iPads, we will have no need for cell phones in class, unless given specific permission by me.  There are some activities that may require the cell phone, but mostly we will use the iPads.  NO TEXTING OR PHONE CALLS WILL BE TOLERATED DURING CLASS.  YOUR PARENTS CAN CALL THE SCHOOL IF THEY NEED YOU!
	Phone taken when not given permission.  1st offense, detention with the teacher.  2nd offense, discipline form to principles.  Refusal to give over phone, immediate dismissal from class with discipline form, 0 on assignments for the day, and loss of phone privileges in class permanently.

	3. Students must be in seats and working on their assignment when the bell rings.  You will be counted tardy if you are not in your seat and working.
	All tardies are documented.  On the third tardy, a discipline form will be issued.  Every other tardy after the 3rd, a discipline form will be issued for each.

	4. Be prepared: including all materials.
	Discipline form will be issued on the 3rd offense.

	5. Use of profanity will not be tolerated.
	Discipline form will be issued on the 1st offense.

	6. Arguing will not be tolerated with either teacher or student.
	Discipline form will be issued on the 1st offense.

	7. Students are not allowed to write on the board.
	1st offense: verbal warning

2nd offense: lose of one hall pass

3rd offense: discipline form

	8.  The TEACHER not the bell dismisses class.
	Discipline form is issued on the 1st offense.

	9.  FOOD, I don’t care if you bring it, just throw trash away.  NO FOOD OR DRINK WILL BE ALLOWED AT DESKS WHEN IPADS ARE IN USE.  NO FOOD OR DRINK NEAR THE COMPUTERS.
	Stay after class and clean up room, including dusting and cleaning desks.


Any student who chooses to challenge classroom or school rules should expect a conference with me, administrators or parents to correct any problems or behavior.

Procedures:

In life there are procedures and routines to everything we do.  For example, the procedure for getting ready to come to school in the morning for many of you is as follows: wake up, eat breakfast, take a shower, brush teeth, fix hair/make-up, get on the bus or in the car, and arrive at school.  Like life, this class too will have procedures.  Be aware that procedures are not rules, they are simply the way we do things.  Below is a list and a description of the procedures that you will need to follow while in this class.  

Bell Work (Writing into the Day/Daily Grammar Practice)

When you walk into the classroom, there will ALWAYS be an assignment on the board for you to complete.  That assignment will be two parts:  1) Quote of the Day 2) Writing into the Day.  Do the following at the beginning of each class.

1.  Go to the iPad cart and sign out your iPad.

2. Find your seat.

3. Go to my website and complete the Writing into the Day prompt located under Bell Work.

4. Submit your response.

5. Go to the week’s sentence under Grammar and complete your Skitch of this assignment (look for more directions on this under “class videos”)

“I Need Your Attention”

If you’re a teacher, it gets really old asking the class for their attention, especially when there are 30 plus of you and 1 of me, so instead we have a procedure for it.

1. I will raise my hand.

2. When you see me with my hand raised, raise your hand and close your mouth.  (My vocal cords appreciate this!)
Tardy Sign-In and Tardy Slips

When you are late to class, DO NOT TALK TO ME WHEN YOU COME IN.  I will not stop class to speak with you just because you are late to class.  Therefore, we have a procedure you need to follow when this occurs.


1. If you come to class late, sign your name on the sheet attached to my clipboard


    marked “Tardy Sign-in” located on the wooden podium behind the door.


2. Write your name and the reason for your tardiness.


3. If you have a tardy slip or a note from another teacher, place this in the basket


    marked “Tardy Slips.”


4. Check the stack on my black bookcase for any assignments that might have already been passed out.


5. Have a seat and quietly ask your neighbor what you have missed, do not ask me unless absolutely necessary.

***NOTE: If you are tardy to class for any reason, you forfeit the right to copy down your bell work.  

Make-Up Work Turn-In:

When you are absent, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to check for make-up work.  Do this by checking the “WEEKLY AGENDA” on the WEBSITE and COURSE DOCUMENTS to print any materials you missed.  DO NOT ASK ME FOR MAKE-UP WORK.  I WILL SIMPLY REFER YOU TO THE WEBSITE.  When you are turning in make-up work, follow the procedure below.

1.  At the beginning of class, collect all work.

2. Place make-up work in the top black basket in my window seal marked “Make-Up Work.”  

3. Notify me that you’ve turned it in.

***You may also submit assignments digitally under the “Assignment Turn in Tab” under your course on the website.  (I actually prefer this)
Note:  I will offer office hours during the fall semester on Wednesdays (except some due to faculty meetings). The time will be from 3:15-4:00.  You may use this time for studying, asking questions, or using the computers in my class to update your websites, check mine, or blog.  Please let me know ahead of time if you are planning on coming so that I can plan accordingly.  Be aware that I have three small children and based on their needs, these office hours may vary.
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Parents/Guardians:

I am so excited to be working with you and your student.  This year will prove to be difficult, challenging, but most of all rewarding for your student.  While there are many changes right now occurring in the 10th grade curriculum, know that all of these changes are in the best interests of your students.  In case you are not aware of them all, I would like to make you aware of one; the End of Course Assessment.  With the end of CATS testing, a greater accountability system has been developed by ACT that will hold your students accountable for their own grades.  This year, every English II student will take the same final exam, which is the End of Course Assessment (EOC).  This exam will count as 20% of their grade and will be set up much like the ACT that they will take their junior year and that is required for college and many business and vocational schools.  It’s a big change for everyone, but we’re looking forward to seeing the results and pushing our students to their greatest potential.

Secondly, I want to make you aware of our class website.  The entire class is based off of this website and you can follow the progress of our class on this website.  It is www.cintrasclass.weebly.com  and there are section divisions for Pre-Ap English II and English II. The website contains a weekly agenda that displays what we do in class on a daily basis, a course documents section that has all handouts and assignments posted there, an assignment forum for students to submit assignments and late work, a blog that students are required to post on at least twice a week, and a related sources page that offers more helpful sites pertaining to a unit of study.  Please feel free to check this website and hold your student accountable as I do.

Also, your student will be required to develop a website (controlled and monitored by me) that he/she will use for displaying class assignments, projects, writing workshop development, and many other things throughout the year.  This is part of developing their digital literacy which will be a requirement in college.  If you have questions or concerns, please notify me of those personally.

Finally, your student will be using iPads in my class on almost a daily basis.  Please make sure that they have submitted the User Agreement forms for technology.  If you have any questions or concerns about the use of the iPads, please let me know.  I look forward to introducing your students to 21st century skills in a creative and innovative manner.  

I will have office hours in the fall semester on Tuesdays and most Wednesdays from 3:15-4:00.  If you feel your child is struggling in this course or needs access to a computer, those are the times I have available for them after school.  So that I know you have read this letter and are aware of the website, please go to the website and complete the Parent Contact form on the home page.  This will be a grade for your student, so please visit the website and complete the form by Monday, August 20th.  I look forward to working with you this year.  Please feel free to contact me at any time.

Sincerely,

Susan Cintra

English Teacher

