
Poetry Set Directions:

Twiddle dee dee, twiddle dee dum, I sense a lot of poetry fun!

This assignment hits the following standards for Unit 1:

2.  Use close-reading strategies (e.g., visualizing, annotating, questioning) in order to interpret increasingly challenging texts
7.  Provide an interpretation of a literary work that is supported by evidence from the text and from cogent reasoning

9.  Organize writing to create a coherent whole with effective fully developed paragraphs, similar ideas grouped together for unity, and paragraphs arranged in logical sequences
Here’s how they work:

· You’ll receive a poetry set with roughly 6 poems included.
· For EACH POEM you must have a piece of notebook paper (or full page on a word doc) designated only for that poem.  Write the title of the poem at the top of the page.
· Each week, you will read each poem once.  
· After you have read the poem once, go to its designated page and DATE YOUR ENTRY, then WRITE your initial gut reactions.  This can and should include raw feelings, thoughts, emotions, confusions, annoyance, etc...this is your gut reaction and is not being scored on how it’s written...write past the filter and write whatever you think.  This will probably be about 2-3 sentences in length.
· Once you’ve done this for every poem, shelve the poetry set until the next week.
· Repeat the previous step each week.
· On WEEK 3:  
· After you’ve completed the three readings of each poem and documented your responses, you will then select ONE poem that either you had the biggest improvement with, the biggest ah-ha with, the most frustration with, liked the best, or one that struck a cord with you.  The reason you choose the poem is of your own choosing, but make sure that you include that reasoning in your analysis.
· Write a ONE PAGE (roughly 300 word) response to this poem.  This should walk the reader through your understanding or development with this poem and you should also include SPECIFIC REFERENCES from the poem (meaning BRING IN QUOTES).  This entry should be more formal than the others, but it will be scored solely on your ANALYSIS of the poem.  
Your summative assessment for these assignments will be presented as poetry assessments and will more than likely be attached to your unit exam.  

Have fun with this!  Make sure you stay on top of it!  I suggest you choose one night a week for poetry night, lock yourself in a room in your house, cut the music out and any other distractions, and listen to the poems!  You may also want to read them aloud, that often helps with the power they have, considering poetry should always be read aloud!  Have fun with this assignment and sit back and be amazed at how your understanding grows.  WARNING: DO NOT PROCRASTINATE.  It will be obvious that you did and procrastination, while it has many immediate gratuitous pleasures, it does absolutely nothing to help you prepare for life!!!  SO, RAGE, RAGE AGAINST THE PROCRASTINATION!

