
New Criticism Literary Theory

Looking at what makes a text “good”

New Criticism (also known as Formalism) attempts to treat each work as its own distinct piece, free from its environment, era, and even author. This point of view developed in reaction to "...forms of 'extrinsic' criticism that viewed the text as either the product of social and historical forces or a document making an ethical statement" (699). Formalists assume that the keys to understanding a text exist within "the text itself," (..."the battle cry of the New Critical effort..." and thus focus a great deal on, you guessed it, form (Tyson 118).

Questions to help analyze with this lens:

	Questions
	Answers for The Bluest Eye

	1.  How does the work use imagery to develop its own symbols (i.e., making a certain road stand for death by constant association)
	

	2.  What is the quality of the work’s organic unity, the working together of all the parts to make an inseparable whole?  In other words, does how the work is put together reflect what it is?
	

	3.  How are the various parts interconnected?
	

	4.  How do paradox, irony, ambiguity, and tension work in the piece?
	

	5. How do these parts and their collective whole contribute to or not contribute to the aesthetic quality of the text?
	

	6.  How does the author resolve apparent contradictions in the work?
	

	7.  What does the form of the work say about its content?
	

	8.  Is there a central passage that can be used to sum up the entirety of the work?
	



