
Determining Tone and Mood in Elie Wiesel’s “Night”

Creating a tone is how an author conveys to the audience the attitude of the text, which should then in turn impact the mood, the atmosphere created by the text or how the audience feels after reading a section of text.

Attached you will find a list of both TONE and MOOD words.  Read the following excerpt from “Night” and choose three words from the appropriate list to describe the tone and mood of this passage.

	TONE
	Night, page 33, 34
	MOOD

	
	     We continued our march.  We were coming closer and closer to the pit, from which an infernal heat was rising.  Twenty more steps.  If I was going to kill myself, this was the time.  Our column had only some fifteen steps to go.  I bit my lips so that my father would not hear my teeth chattering.  Ten more steps.  Eight.  Seven.  We were walking slowly, as one follows a hearse, our own funeral procession.  Only four more steps.  Three.  There it was now, very close to us, the pit and its flames.  I gathered all that remained of my strength in order to break rank and throw myself onto the barbed wire.  Deep down, I was saying good-by to my father, to the whole universe, and, against my will, I found myself whispering the words:  “Yisgadal, veyiskadash, shmey raba...May His name be exalted and sanctified...”  My heart was about to burst.  There.  I was face-to-face with the Angel of Death...  
	


Is the overall tone of this excerpt positive, negative, or neutral?

For each word, pull direct quotes from the text that helped you choose this particular tone word.  Then, in the commentary box, write your thought process; explain how this exact part of the excerpt helped you choose this word.

	TONE WORDS
	DIRECT QUOTE FROM EXCERPT
	COMMENTARY (How did this exact quote help you choose that tone word from the list?)

	TONE WORD 1
	
	

	TONE WORD 2
	
	

	TONE WORD 3:
	
	



