
Writing a compare and contrast essay:

After reading and watching “Lamb to the Slaughter,” you will now write a compare/contrast paragraph discussing the similarities and differences. Since our focus with this text has been on characterization by way of indirect and direct characterization, as well as inferences, we will focus our responses on these aspects.

So, where do we start?  As you watched the film, you should’ve been creating a list of specific differences and similarities between the two versions.  Using that list, answer this question:

How was Mary Maloney characterized differently between the text and film version of “Lamb to the Slaughter” and what impact did the differences between the two version have on creating this characterization of her?

Now, take a moment and go through your list to analyze how she was characterized in each version.  You may want to complete the following chart to help you organize your thoughts.
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Now that you’ve organized your thoughts, let’s work on developing your topic sentence.  A topic sentence should present the topic of the paragraph and what you will discuss with it.

Write your topic sentence here:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Once you have your topic sentence, write three sentences that show your evidence.  These sentences should look something like this:

In the ______________________version, when ______________________, this helps 

to develop Mary Maloney’s character by _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Write your three sentences that follow a pattern similar to that above below:

1.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now we need a concluding sentence. That should look something like this:

In both versions, Mary Maloney comes across as a _____________________________

woman, but in the _______________________________version, the techniques of characterization like (1) __________________________, (2) ____________________, and (3) ________________________ help to solidify her character as _____________

________________________________.

Finally, put this all together in to your own paragraph below.  Use some of the following words for transitions and to indicate the compare/contrast nature of the paragraph:

Words That Signal Comparison

alike     as       as well as      equal         equally    in a similar fashion      in a similar way     

 in like manner            in the same way just as   just like   like         likewise     resemble      same       

similar        similarity    similarly

on the other hand           still       to the contrary     unlike        yet

Words That Signal Contrast

although     as opposed to       at the same time     but      by contrast    conversely      despite        

difference       different        different from    differently    even though       in contrast  in spite of 

instead   more       most       nevertheless        on the contrary        on the one hand

Your Paragraph:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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