
Applying Literary Criticism and Developing Thesis Statements, Claims, and Support

Standards 

7: provide an interpretation of a literary work that is supported by evidence from the text

1: Use prewriting strategies to generate, focus, and organize ideas as well as to gather information.

Skills: 

· development of thesis statement
· collecting evidence
· application of critical thinking skills (literary criticism)
Directions:  Read the excerpt from Act III (Hamlet slays Polonius).  In groups, you will apply one of the following theories that we’ve discussed to this section.  You must create a thesis statement (what you are going to prove), and have at least 3 claims that support your thesis, all of which must have textual support (evidence), and commentary discussing the claims and the connection with the support.

· Feminism Theory:  critiques the structures within cultures and societies which organizes sexual gender identities as an opposition between men and women...offers critiques of male-centered modes of thought and often concentrates its attentions on the experience of women.
· Queer Theory:  question and examine traditional forms of constructions of sexuality throughout literary texts. Queer theorists understand sexuality to be a highly fraught and unstable social, culture, and political structure...examine the manners through which texts examine, contest, question, counter, and reject various forms of sexuality...sexuality is considered to be entirely a social construction, though a changeable and rather unstable social construction at that...can also focus on social relations between people of the same sex and gender have been controlled and repressed...these theorists focus on examining the “homosocial” relations in texts.
· Psychoanalytical Theory:  systematic study of the mind...apply concepts by analyzing the psyches of literary characters as if they were real human beings...by considering how the literary work brings to light the desires and fears of its readers...
Complete the following chart.  One for each group is to be submitted.

Critical Perspective: (i.e., feminism, queer, psychoanalytical)  _______________________

Thesis statement:  ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

	Claim
	Textual Support
	Commentary

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	


Practice Synthesizing:

You’ve read the following literary critiques thus far:

· Literary criticisms and Responses (paper with 5 different excerpts of lit crit applied to Hamlet)
· Sanity of Hamlet
· Hamlet as an Existential Character
· Gertrude in Hamlet
Pull in evidence from these texts to support one of the claims you made in the previous chart and then write a brief commentary that ties it in with your claim and your thesis.

	Previous Claim
	Textual evidence from literary criticism articles
	Commentary

	
	
	

	
	
	



