CAST OF CHARACTERS

Antigone | daughters of Oedipus, former king

Ismene of Thebes

Creon (kr&'én’), king of Thebes, uncle of
Antigone and Ismene

Haemon (hé'mon’), Creon’s son, engaged to
Antigone

Eurydice (ydo-r1d’i-s¢), wife of Creon

Teiresias (ti -3s), a blind prophet

Chorus, made up of about 15 elders of Thebes
Choragus, leader of the chorus

a Sentry

a Messenger

Bust of Sophocles. Musea

Anugone contemplates her fate.
Culver Pictures,

Ruins of ancient the
at Epidaurus, Greece.
Capyright © 1993
Barbara Ries / Photo
Rescarchers, Inc.
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Scene: Before the palace of Creo king

door, and two doors at the side. A plaz‘fc?

stage, and from this platform three steps

tra, or chorus ground.

Time: Dawn of the day after the repulse 0

assault on Thebes N
(AN- -?§Cj— O’Y\ie/ )
PROLOGUE

(Antigone and Ismene enter fro

f the Argive army from

m the central door of the

Antigone. Ismene, dear sister,
You would think that we had alre
For the curse on Oedipus:
I cannot imagine any grief
s That you and I have not go
Have they told you the new
lsmene. I have heard nothing: [ know
That two sisters lost two brothers, a double death
In a single hour; and I know that the Argive army
0 Fled in the night; but beyond this, nothing.
Antigone. I thought so. And that is why | wanted you
To come out here with me. There is something we must do.

Ismene. Why do you speak so strangely?
Antigone. Listen, Ismene:
15 Creon buried our brother Eteocles
With military honors, gave him a soldier’s funeral,
And it was right that he should; but Polyneices,
Who fought as bravely and died as miserably—
They say that Creon has sworn
20 No one shall bury him, no one mourn for him,
But his body must lie in the fields, a sweet treasure
For carrion birds to find as they search for food.
That is what they say, and our good Creon is coming here
To announce it publicly; and the penalty—
25 Stoning to death in the public square!

ady suffered enough

ne through. And now—
decree of our king Creon?

. There it is,
nd now you can prove what you are;

A true sister, or a traitor to your family.

Ismene. Antigone, you are mad! What could | possibly do?
Antigone. You must decide whether you wil] help me or .
50 Ismene. I do not understand you, Help you in what? e
at?

Anti :
ntigone. Ismene, I am going to bury him. Wil you come?
e
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20-22 The obligation to buy
dead with appropriaté purial rites
was considered a sacred [V
among the ancient Greeks. They
believed that the soul of sorlﬂe"ne
Jeft unburied would never find

peace.

eell
28-35 What contrast l?et“‘;rcﬁgr;
Antigone and jsmene fluee;
by the conversation betV

them?










: rook the garland of our
or pine r€ - BATANT OF OUn iaer.

= owIl back: and as he :
e 4 : as he turned, great Thebeg

No _onder victim for his noisy power—

3 PP 1 f‘.‘-’!.;r‘:.i ks . :
ROSE like a dragon behind him, shouting war
g Choragus. FOI' GOd hates u ft@_fl*}'

The bray of bragging tongues;
And when he bel’leld their smiling,

Their swagger of golden helms,
' The frown of his thunder blasted
" Their first man from our walls.

chorus. We heard his.shout of triumph high in t]je air

Turn to & screams; far out in a flaming arc
He fell with his windy torch, and the earth struck him
And others storming in fury no less than his '
Found shock of death in the dusty joy of battle.

Choragus. Seven captains at seven gates
viclded their clanging arms to the god
That bends the battle line and breaks it.

| These two only, brothers in blood,

Face to face in matchless rage,

Mirroring each the other’s death,

Clashed in long combat.

thorus. But now in the beautiful morning of victory
o Let Thebes of the many chariots sing for joy!
With hearts for dancing we’ll take leave of war:

i
‘ Our temples shall be sweet with hymns of praise,
|

And the long night shall echo with our chorus.

——
————

£

21-26 Zeus, the king of the gods,
threw a thunderbolt, which killed
the first Argive attacker. What typ
of conduct was Zeus punishing?

m

32-34 When the seven captains
were killed, their armor was
offered as a sacrifice to Ares
(ar'z), the god of war.
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Terra-cotta mask (second century B.C.) found
at shrine of the goddess Artemis, Sparta,
Greece. Similar masks were used by actors in
ancient Greece. Musée de Picardie, Amiens,
France, Giraudon / Art Resource, New York.

SCENE 1

Choragus. But now at last our new king is coming;:
Creon of Thebes, Menoeceus’ son.
In this auspicious dawn of his reign
What are the new complexities
s That shifting Fate has woven for him?
What is his counsel? Why h .
The old men to hear him?

as he summoned

(Enter Creon from the
the top step.)

WORDS

= 5;_]5\.
2 Menoeceus (ma-né s

5 The Greeks b
destiny was contro e .
sisters called the Faf€ © gl
(klo"tho), who Spun.th?’k"l'sis)‘ wﬂ“i
human life; Laches® “.aand PR
determined its length: thread,
(§t'ra-pds’), who cut

"'.




1 Gentlemen: have the
hich recent sto

h Oonor i
(19 o inform

= 1
- rms have threat
A S5 _ ened to deg
ey o harbor at last, guided by the merciful wi e

[ have summoned you here this Morning 1
an depend upon you: your devotion tg King 4j
ou nEver hesitated in your duty to our la
when Qedipus died, your loyalty
Unfortunately, as you know, his

12 Laius (13'ss): father of Oedipus.

te ruler Oedipus; and
Was transferred tp his children

tWo sons, the pri

: 2 princes Eteocle

polyneices, have killed each other in battle; and 1, as the s an.d
» next in

blood, have succeeded to the full power of the throne

Ialm aware, of‘wurse, r'hat no ruler can expect complete loy-  18-30 According to Creon, what
alty from his subjects until he has been tested in office. Never- deserves the highest lo;/\;it.y? How
! theless, I say to yop at the very outset that I have nothing but do you feel about Creon’s
contempt ff)f the kind of governor who is afraid, for wharever e
- reason, to follow the course that he knows is best for the state;
and as .for the man who sets private friendship above the pub-
lic we}iare-—l have no use for him, either, I call God to witness
i thatit [ saw my country headed for ruin, I should not be afraid
1o speak out plainly; and I need hardly remind you that I would
. never have any dealings with an enemy of the people. No one
values friendship more highly than I; but we must remember
that friends made at the risk of wrecking our ship are not real
; friends at all.

These are my principles, at any rate, and that is why I have 31-42 Do you think Creon is
made the following decision concerning the sons of Oedipus: Justfed i:htirej\,zn-?\:?y:f;ces‘
Ereocles, who died as a man should die, fighting for his coun- :Ir:ieh: mostive lys, Sy
iy, is to be buried with full military honors, with all the cere-
mony that is usual when the greatest heroes die; but his brother
- Polyneices, who broke his exile to come back with fire and
sword against his native city and the shrines of his fathers’

" 80ds, whose one idea was to spill the blood of his blood and
~ sellhis own people into slavery—Polyneices, I'say, is to o
burial: no man is to touch him or say the lea§t praye for him;

he shall lie on the plain, unburied; and the bleS and the scav-

“1ging dogs can do with him whatever they hlfe' it

his is my command, and you can see the Wlsdomd e g?;l thf:-

_ long as [ am king, no traitor is going to s hor:iorl-f tV}je is on

%l man, But whoever shows by word e e he is liv-
e side of the state—he shall have my respect iEE T
"8.and my reverence when he is dead:

e e
Coragus 16 1~ con of Menoeceus,
r9Us. If that i your will, Creon son of Me

{1
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or ones carry it out.
¢ the younger ones carry

Choragus. We are old men: le =
s have been appointed.

Creon. I do not mean that: the sentrie ‘
=3 e le
\at is it that you would have us do:

Choragus. Then wi |
o whoever breaks this law.

Creon. You will give no support €
Choragus. Only a crazy man is in love with de

Pas . i1sest

Creon. And death it is; yet money talks, and‘ the WIS 3
p N ) J,:Af

Have sometimes been known to count a few coins too I ,

ath!

oy
o

{(Enter Sentry.)
Sentry. I'll not say that I'm out of breath from running, King, because

[~Te
every time I stopped to think about what I have to tell you, I_ telt
like going back. And all the time a voice kept saying, “You fool,
don’t you know you're walking straight into trouble?”; and then
another voice: “Yes, but if you let somebody else get the news to
Creon first, it will be even worse than that for you!” But good sense
won out, at least I hope it was good sense, and here I am with a
5 story that makes no sense at all; but I'll tell it anyhow, because, as

they say, what’s going to happen’s going to happen, and—
Creon. Come to the point. What have you to say?
Sentry. I did not do it. T did not see who did it. You must not pun-
ish me for what someone else has done.
70 Creon. A comprehensive defense! More effective, perhaps,
If I knew its purpose. Come: what is it?

Sentry. A dreadful thing . . . I don’t know how to put it—

60

Creon. Out with it!
Sentry. Well, then;

The dead man—
Polyneices—
(Pause. The Sentry is overcome, fumbles for words.
Creon waits impassively.)
out there—
someone—
75 New dust on the slimy flesh!

(Pause. No sign from Creon.)
Someone has given it burial that way, and

Gone. . . .
(Long pause. Creon finally speaks with deadly control,)
Creon. And the man who dared do this? 78 Note that Creon assum;srz
o 10 U
Sentry. I swear I is a man who has tried

Do not know! You must beljeve me! the body.
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Liste
n cground was dri‘“ Ot a sign of dlighin
o 2 wheel track in the dust, no traeg 0%* no,
» - 14 an
chey relieved us thi . yone,
B d us this Morning: ang
The corporal, pointed to it. one of them,

i

: There it was,
1o strangest— |
The SET&n Look:

The body, just mounded over with light dust:
§ Not puried really, but as if they’d covered it .
st enough for tbe ghost’s peace. And no sign
of dogs or any wild animal that had been there,

And then what a scene there was! Every man of ys

Accusing the other: we all proved the other man did it;

We all had proof that we could not have done it. ;

We were ready to take hot iron in our hands,

Walk through fire, swear by all the gods, /

[t was not 1!
[ do not know who it was, but it was not 1!

you see?

=

(Creon’s rage has been mounting steadily, but the Sentry is too
itent upon his story to notice it.)

And then, when this came to nothing, someone said

A thing that silenced us and made us stare

Down at the ground: you had to be told the news,

And one of us had to do it! We threw the dice,

" And the bad luck fell to me. So here I am,

No happier to be here than you are to have me:
Nobody likes the man who brings bad news.

thoragus. T have been wondering, King: can it be that the gods
have done this?

Teon (furiously). Stop!

1' Must you doddering wrecks
b0 out of your heads entirel
Intolerabfe! :  cerved them?

- The gods fayor this corpse? Why? HOW ha_d i

- Jed to [oor their temples, burn their 1mages',

- and the whole state, and it laWS-Wlth It.ho

- tyour senile opinion that the gods love tO

Apious f

Y? :cTh-e gOdS! "

nor bad men?

85-88 Notice that the burial
of Polyneices is symbolic and
ritualistic rather than actual.

104-109 Note how quickly Creon
rejects a reasonable guestion
posed by the choragus. Creon is
convinced that he knows how the

gods think.

114 anarchists (@n'ar-kists):
s favoring the overthrow

: éf;-gﬂyg:nment.










